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Jaworski Pressed on Nixon Role 

■i 


By George Gardner Jr. 

Wasbm&wu Post Staff Writer 

The seven former White 
House aides and Nixon cam- 
paign advisers indicted in 
the Watergate cover-up de- 
manded a complete list yes- 
terday of all those who al- 
” legedly joined them in the 
conspiracy. 

The demand confronted 
Watergate Special Prosecu- 
tor Leon Jaworski with the 
ticklish problem of making 
a public pronouncement on 
President Nixon’s role in the 
scandal. 

In drafting the indictment 
against the seven men ear- 
lier this year, Jaworski side- 
stepped the issue by sim- 
ply accusing them of con- 
spiring with others ‘known 
and unknown 1 ' to block the 
original investigation of the 
Watergate bugging and 
break-in at Democratic Na- 
tional Committee headquar- 
ters here. 

The defendants insisted 
yesterday on a bill of partic- 
ulars from Jaworski that 
would set out “the names, ti- 
tles and addresses of all per* 
sons alleged to have con- 
spired’ 1 with them' 

Under the deadlines set 
by US. District Court Judge 
John J, Sirica on the motions, 
Jaworski will have to come 
up with his answer by June 3. 

“They (the prosecutors) 
have to tell the truth,” em- 
phasized one defense - lawyer, 
“There is no legal means that 
1 know of for not answering 
the question. But if they 
name the President, they’d 


better have some darn good 
evidence/ 1 

The seven defendants also 
called on the prosecutors to 
“state which conspirators or 
co-conspirators made or 
caused to be made offers of 
leniency, executive clem- 
ency and other benefits” 
that were allegedly trans- 
mitted to the original 
Watergate defendants to 
keep them from talking. 
Turning in dozens of mo- 
tions with, lengthy exhibits, 
one of which included 5,000 
news stories on the Water- 
gate scandal, the defense 
lawyers pulled out ail the 
stop in an attempt to get 
the indictment dismissed, or 
the trial switched to an 
other city or postponed. 

Former Attorney General 
John N, Mitchell turned in 
the results of a private sur- 
vey by pollster Albert Sind- 
linger to support Mitchell’s 
- claim that he cannot get a 
fair trial in Washington, 
According to the findings 
by Sindlinger' who is one of 
President Nixon’s favorite 
pollsters, 75 per cent of 
those in a nationwide sam- 
ple who had heard about the 
cover-up charges considered 
the defendants guilty and 
only seven per cent thought 
them innocent. 

In the District' oj£ Colum- 
bia, the poll said, 84 per 
cent of those familiar with 
the charges tinsidered the 
defendents guilty and only 
two per cent thought them 
innocent 


Mitchell and his co-de- 
fendants also served notice 
that they intend to press 
hard for tapes of presi- 
dential conversations involve 
ing them and to seek dis- 
missal of the charges if Ja- 
worski cannot produce 
them. 

Former White House chief 
of staff H. R, Haldeman said 
he wanted to inspect “and 
test” the original recordings 
of every conversation he 
ever had with Mr. Nixon, 
and not just about Water- 
gate, 

The President announced 
at the same time, in a sepa- 
rate response to a Jaworski 
subpoena, that he would not 
surrender any more tapes. 

Haldeman said he also 
wanted to inspect: 

* The originals of all the 
secret Watergate grand jury 
documents stuffed into the 
bulging valise that was 
turned over to the House Ju- 
diciary Committee for its 
impeachment inquiry, 

0 The files of former 
White House counsel John 
W. Dean TIT, who lias al- 
ready pleaded guilty to 
cover-up charges and is ex- 
pected to be a key govern- 
ment witness, 
e The Watergate dairy 
kept by the original govern- 
ment prosecutor in the ease, 
Earl J. Silbert. 

* All records of the Sen- 
ate Watergate committee, of 
several other congressional 
investigations, and of the 
Central Intelligence Agency 


insofar as they bear on 
Watergate or on the 1971 
break-in at the offices of 
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia- 
trist. 

Several of the defendants 
asked for separate trials so 
that they could call the oth- 
ers as witnesses in their be- 
half. a step not open to 
/where every accused person 
them at a conspiracy trial 
has the right not to testify* 
Former Assistant Attorney 
General Robert C, Mardian 
said he would be at an over- 
whelming disadvantage if 
Mitchell were to “remain 
mute.” 

Similarly, former White 
House special counsel 
Charles W. Colson con- 
tended that the indictment 
clearly showed that he was 
“thought to be only on the 
outer edge of the conspir- 
acy.” ^ 

But at o joint trial, he pro- 
tested. “in an effort to extri- 
cate themselves, some de- 
fendants may feel obliged to 
point their fingers at Col- 
son.” 

Protests were also lodged 
against the decision of 
Watergate prosecutors to 
produce some documents 
sought by the defendants 
only 30 days before trial. 
With a deadline like that, 
Mardian’s lawyers said. It 
would be “absolutely impos- 
■ sible for seven attorneys to 
read, examine and study the 
massive amount of material 
which rightfully must be 
produced," 


